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CONSULTING 

THfc 

BUPPHA. 



HOW CAN YOU 
POSSIBLY CLAIM 

TO BE UNIFYING 
THE LANP, WHEN 
YOU IGNORE THE 
WILL Of THE 
VILLAGERS? WHAT 
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IT'S HARP TO BELIEVE, 
BUT MY HAVING BEEN 
MAPS PART OF THE 
ARISTOCRACY HERE IS 
ALL PUB TO THAT OLP 
WO/MM'S PIVI NATION ANP 
HSR HEALING POWERS. - 


BUT I'M WORRISP 


ABOUT THS 
FUTURE ... HOW 
LONS ARS THS 
PEOPLE GOING TO 
INPULGE SOMEONE 
WITH THE FACE OF 
J\ A WOLF...? / 
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NEVER MINP.' 
I'M IN A GR6-AT 
HURRY. I'Ve 
STIU. MANY 
PEACES TO 
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Mass' yggaa 

neMEI 


I CANT IMAGINE 
SO...HE'S PROBABLY 
JUST SUFFERING 
PROM THE SUMMER 
HEAT, THATS ALL... 


■KUISHITSUSHUSHIN WAS AN INTELLECTUAL ANP SCHOLAR WHO 
HAP MUUORATEP TO YAAWTO FROM THE BAEKJE KIWfPOM 
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you APE NEXT 
IN LINE TO 
THE THRONE'.' 
HOW CAN you 
POSSIBLY 
THINK OF 
ALLOWING 
SOMEONE 
ELSE TO TAKE 
\ POWER?.' 
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y^S, MOTHER 

x HeARp; 

UNCUe OfiMA 

has eecoMe 

A AfOUK, 
HASN'T He... 
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...the light 
people will 

LOSE THEIR 
AUTHORITY/ THE 
POPE WLL EE 
DETHRONED, 
WE'LL WIN, AND 
THEN WE'LLL 
BE 
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we-ll, l cant set any 

FRIES CHICKEN, SO I 
HAVE TO MAKE SO. AN' 
HOW ABOUT THESE 
MARINATES 
COCKROACHES'? 
THEY'RE PRETTY 
TASTY, TOO/—- 


00 THEY 
REALLY EAT 


REVOLTING 
STUFF IN 
SHAOOWLANP? 


ABSOLUTELY NOT/' 
MY HUSBANP 
ALMOST CAU0HT 
YOU THE LAST 
TIME, REMEMBER? 


JUST PONT 
COME HERE 
A5AIN, OKAY? 
I’LL TRY TO 
HELP YOU ANY 
OTHER WAY... 
HONEST... 
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ah... met 
open sreen 

SPACES, FRESH 
AIR, AMP WARM 
SUNSHINE... 


NO ONS IN 
SHAPOW t-ANP 
EVER SETS A 
CHANCE TO 
TASTE ANY 
Of THIS... 
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B...BUT 
IT'S SUCH 
t\Mees 


WHAT'S 
THB BIS 


THBRB// 
LBTMB SO 

for you... 
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BUT WHEN THE 
PROBE APPROACHEP 
THB OBJECT, THB 
CREWMEMBERS REALIZEP THAT 
IT WAS SOMETHING GIANT, ANP 
MOVING... ANP ALTHOUGH THEY 
KNEW THAT NO NORMAL LIVING 
THING COULP EXIST IN THE 
VACUUM OF SPACE, IT WAS 
CLEARLY ALIVE... MOREOVER, 
ITAPPEAREP TO THEM TO HAVE 
THE SHAPE OF A BIRP, WITH 
A LONG GLOWING TAIL 
OF LIGHT... 




AT ANY BATE, 
THE BIB!? 
APPBOACHEB 
THEM, MB¬ 
AS IMPOSSIBLE 
AS IT MAY 
SOUNB-ENTEBEB 
THE SHIP ITSELF. 
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A Journey through Time and Space: An 
Overview of the Complete Phoenix Saga 

The complete Phoenix saga is a story about mankind that features a historical-narrative structure unlike anything that has come before it The first 
volume depicts the dawn of civilization. The second volume jumps to the far future. The setting for the third story shifts back to early history, and 
so on, back and forth, from past to future: the amplitude decreases as past and future converge to meet in the present. 



The time of the Genpel Kassen (War F'. 
between the Taira and the Genji) after | r > 
the fall of the Heishi (Taira Clan). Using \f r / 
the Hetke Monogatari and Gikeikl as a 
backdrop, this story depicts 'combat' U j > 
as the fate of Irving things. xLLL 
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ABOUT THIS 
EDITION 
OF PHOENIX: 
SUN, PARTI 


The Jinshin Rebellion occurred in the year 672, just 
after the death of EmperorTenji, and as most people 
are aware, there are various explanations for the 
uprising. Some say it began with the local nobles 
who felt mistreated and abused when the emperor 
moved the capital to Omi, 

In this work, I offer my own, completely 
subjective explanation for what may have caused the 
greatest rebellion in ancient times, by asking what 
role Buddhism played in these events. One of the 
protagonists in the Phoenix series is a man named 
Sarutahiko (or Hiko Saruta). As Japanese readers 
know, Sarutahiko is also the name of a famous deity 
in Japanese mythology, and he is a home-grown 
deity, as opposed to ones later imported from 
abroad. In my story, I have depicted Saruta as a 
special spirit, who is a protector of the land, and he 
thus represents the ancient Japanese (Shinto- 
based) belief in local deities. 

In ancient Japan, most people lived in small 
groups or villages and their faiths revolved around 
shamanism and sun worship. They were thus 
governed by very simple beliefs, in which people and 
their gods enjoyed a close relationship with one 
another. When Buddhism made its entry into this 
setting, it represented a very modem and different 
culture. 

8uddhism came to Japan from abroad, barely 
one hundred years before the events depicted in this 
story. A variety of people, including the Korean Wani 
(orWang'in), helped bring Buddhism to Japan, where 
it was initially linked to the ruling elite. The imperial 
and aristocratic families began to build temples and 
adopted Buddhism as their official religion. 

Because the authorities were the ones 
promoting Buddhism in those days, it is easy to 
imagine the speed and effectiveness with which it 
must have spread. But it is equally easy to imagine 


the resistance the indigenous Ainu and other animists 
must have put up in defending their belief in the local 
spirits of the land. 

Religious conflicts present the most difficult 
problems for any culture. As a result. I am sure there 
must have been clans and villages that resisted the 
invasion of modem culture as represented by 
Buddhist teachings. And those clans and villages 
probably also rebelled against the authorities, who 
were using Buddhist teachings as a way to gain 
political advantage. 

In Phoenix, Prince Oama (the future Emperor 
Tenmu) warns his brother, Emperor Tenji, that 
forbidding the worship of traditional shamanistic 
deities and protective family spirits will only create 
trouble with the non-aristocratic clans. But Emperor 
Tenji refuses to listen. As a result, ill feelings develop 
between the two, and the frustrations of the nobles 
eventually come to a head, with the emperor at the 
center of the explosion. In this volume of Phoenix I 
have incorporated my own, very subjective opinion: 
that the root cause of the Jinshin Rebellion was 
actually the social stresses created by the importation 
of Buddhism. 
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